The Parish of St George-in-the-East with St Paul

Newsletter for JUNE 2012
Events in June and beyond

We go to press as we approach the weekend of events to
mark the Queen's Jubilee, which we hope to mark in style
(road closures permitting) at the Parish Eucharist on Trinity
Sunday, including this prayer written at the Queen's direction
by the Chapter of St Paul's Cathedral where it will be used
at the service on Tuesday 5 June (the first major event for
the new Dean, the Very Revd David Ison - some of us were
present for his installation on 25 May) and commended by
the Archbishops for use elsewhere:
God of time and eternity, whose Son reigns as servant, not master;
we give you thanks and praise
that you have blessed this Nation, the Realms and Territories
with ELIZABETH, our beloved and glorious Queen.
In this year of Jubilee, grant her your gifts of love and joy and peace
as she continues in faithful obedience to you, her Lord and God
and in devoted service to her lands and peoples, and those of the
Commonwealth,
now and all the days of her life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

On Saturday 23 June we have our parish outing - building on the success of a similar trip last year.

Fruit picking, delightful gardens, afternoon tea and games....Come and spend a day of fun together in
Wokingham, leaving church at 10.30am - travel details to follow.
Looking further ahead, Mark and Susan hope that as many of the congregation as possible will be present at
the baptism of Fabian Elijah on Sunday 8 July at 3.30pm - the timing is to enable Susan's brother to
officiate after his morning services at Elstow. The service will include special music, and be followed by
afternoon tea for all.

Highway Neighbours and network Wapping

The churches along The Highway, together with local mosques and other partners, are continuing to gear up
to respond to local needs during the Olympic and Paralympic period - look out for more details, including
local consultations, and visit the website http://www.highwayneighbours.org/. The latest news on traffic
issues, prepared by Transport for London to brief churches and faith groups, can be viewed at
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/45824216/Games Local engagement Tower Hamlets Faith Forum - 29 May 2012.ppt
Meanwhile, a group of local residents - of whom the Rector is one - has been meeting together for some
months, with various public meetings, with the aim of setting up an organisation, to be known as network
Wapping, for promoting development projects in the two wards of St Katharine's & Wapping, and Shadwell,
that benefit the local community as well as being economically and environmentally sound. We have some
ambitious ideas, and need as many people as possible to get involved; visit the website
http://networkwapping.org/

Church Officers 2012-13
Allan and Alex, who will continue to serve as our churchwardens for 2012-13, will officially take up office at
the Archdeacon's Visitation for Tower Hamlets Deanery on Wednesday 13 June at 7.30pm, at St
Matthew Bethnal Green; please come along to this event to show your support for them, and for all the
others who will hold office in our church for the coming year. At the first meeting of the new Parochial
Church Council on 24 May, we made the following appointments:

Deputy warden: Margaret Coulter
Vice-Chair of PCC: Michael Page
Secretary: Susan Crocker [Michael Page standing in during maternity leave]
Treasurer: Richard Powell
Gift Aid Secretary (non-PCC member): Fiona Lawrence
Electoral Roll Officer (non-PCC member): Wendy Ramanoop
Churches Together representative: Alex Nelson
Standing Committee: Rector, Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary, Margaret Coulter
Worship and Nurture Committee: Alex Nelson (chair), Annadale Ramanoop, Paul Kellaway Michael Page,
Rector
• Building Committee: Alex Nelson (chair), Allan Ramanoop, Richard Powell, Toni Davies, Charles Reese
• Publicity Committee: Allan Ramanoop (chair), Kim Ali, Cathy Matthew, John Allison
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

St Paul's School
The PCC re-co-opted Terry Bennett, headteacher of our parish school, whose occasional reports, at
meetings, in this newsletter and via the annual report, are so valuable in keeping us in touch with school
affairs. His next task will be to report on the impending OFSTED and s48 (denominational) inspections,
due any time now: we are hopeful of a good outcome! Meanwhile we keep Founder's Day on 29 June, with a
service in church and special activities in school. There is never any shortage of themes to explore with such
an energetic founder as Dan Greatorex, first Vicar of St Paul's: building projects, first ever school meals,
the creation of ships' lending libraries, the Clothed Scholars, and heaps of statistics which he collected about
his activities, for the mathematically-minded.

Parish news
On 27 May, the Day of Pentecost and the 56th anniversary of his Trinitytide ordination
as a deacon, we said farewell to Canon Michael Saward, with a service at which he
preached and chose two of his hymns, followed by a lunch in the Rectory garden. We
shall miss Michael from our congregation (as we miss Jackie), but are delighted that he
is returning to 'home ground' at Bromley and Sheppard's College where we are
confident he will settle happily. A parting gift for someone who is seriously downsizing is
difficult, but we came up with a brainwave - a mug with Olive's picture of the rainbow
over St George-in-the-East. (Incidentally, Michael was not the Church of England's first
communications officer, as we reported last month, but the second!)
Olive Wagstaff herself manages to get to church most Sundays by dint of making light, in true parish
worker style, of her various afflictions, and we are always delighted to see her. The same is true of Diana
Woodbridge, back with us after surgery, and eager to continue playing her part as a school governor and in
other roles.
Congratulations too to Paul and Hannah Kellaway on their move to a new home - still local - and on
managing to coincide their housewarming with the Jubilee flotilla.
We were delighted to welcome the Worshipful
Company of Gunmakers (who, as described last
month, is one of the few livery companies to continue
with the work for which they were founded - the
'proofing' or testing of all small arms licensed for use in
this country) for their first - but not, we trust, their last visit to church. They have told us that they much
appreciated this event, and the Master [pictured right with
the Rector] has sent a generous donation in recognition of
this.
And finally, there are a few pictures of the peregrine
falcons and their two chicks at the top of the tower on the homepage of the parish website, with more
pictures are available on request. The chicks are probably ready to attempt their first flight, and we have
been briefed as to how to help them if they are 'grounded' and fall to the floor.

